As the garden slows down and heads for its dormant season, there are

still a few essential jobs to be doing to round off the year. It's also a
great time to be reflecting on your successes of this year and planning for
the next. Whether it be adding more structural planting to the garden now
you see it's winter silhouette, perusing seed catalogues for inspirations for
next years borders or coming up with a garden re-design plan to implement
in the spring, winter is the season of planning the garden.

Now is the time to remove

all those leaves from the
lawn and flower beds. Take a
black plastic sack and pierce
few holes into it with a fork.
Collect up leaves and fill the
bag, adding a little water if the
leaves are dry. Tie the top of the
bag and secrete away
somewhere for about a year, or
until the leaves have broken
down into a fine leaf mulch. This
makes an excellent soil
conditioner around woodland
plants e.g. foxgloves.

November is the month to

tidy up the flower borders.
Remove tender perennials from
the border and pot them up, to
be housed in a frost free area.
Pull out all your annuals and
add to the compost heap.

Cornus sanguinea ‘Midwinter Fire’

Finally, cut down any perennials
that have become unsightly,
leaving those that will create
beautiful frost touched winter
skeletons e.g eryngium,
rudbeckia, monarda,
veronicastrum virginicum.

December may not feel like

the best time to garden, but
it is the ideal time to plant out
any trees you have in mind for
your garden. Trees are in their
dormant season so are less
likely to suffer from signs of
distress risked when planting at
other times of year and don't
need so much watering.

Capitalising on the dormant

season, winter is the best
time to move any shrubs that
you have been wishing you
planted elsewhere. There are no
guarantees if you replant a
mature specimen (beyond 5

Sarcococca Hookeriana

years growth) that it will survive
the journey, but this time of year
gives you the best potential
results. Always take the biggest
root ball you can with the plant
and give it a new home with
plenty of well rotted compost
mixed into the soil.

In the vegetable garden,

you can be harvesting
parsnips, potatoes, cauliflower
and cabbage through the winter
months. Plant out onion sets,
garlic, hardy peas and beans.

Take control of your

unchecked climbers. Cut
honeysuckle to within 30cm of
the ground to promote an
abundance of fresh growth for
next year. Cut down Humulus
upulus ‘Aureus’ (Golden Hop)
to within a few centimetres of
the ground. It will re-scramble
up to three metres in a season

Skimmia ‘Kew Green’

This trio of shrubs is guaranteed to create a fine winter display if planted in close proximity. Make
sure you make the effort to inhale deeply to get a waft of winter’s finest scent from the sarcocca. For

further inspiration visit our local winter gardens at Anglesea Abbey or Cambridge University Botanic
Garden.




and benefits from a good haircut Lift dahlias tubers or other

at this time of year.

Take hardwood cuttings Store in a frost free shed or

from your fruit bushes.

Choose a healthy shoot and cut  them drying out but only add

tender bulbs, as by now they
will have caught their first frost.

garage in dry compost. Avoid

into lengths of about 10-15cm.  water if essential, as too much Plant perennials in
The top cut should be just moisture will cause them to rot. groupings of three, five or
above a leaf bud and the bottom seven to create a focus of
cut just below a leaf bud. 1 O Make a composting a particular plant. This
Choose an area of the garden trench for the vegetable avoids the rather disjointed
that will remain undisturbed and garden, ideal to grow your appearance of lots of
make a slit in the soil with your ~ hungry beans into next year. Dig individual plants and
spade. Insert the cuttings into a trench a spades depth for creates a more naturalistic
the slit up to two thirds of their ~ whatever length you can look to your planting
length. Firm the soil around the  accommodate. Fill with all your schemes. Groupings of
cutting and watch and wait for compostable kitchen waste three are typically planted
signs of growth in a few months  wrapped in newspaper. Cover in a triangle and therefore
time. with soil as you fill along the fit together snugly in a
trench. Sow your beans into the border scheme. Try

Planting out may seem like  top soil layer next May. heuchera, geraniums or

a task associated with alchemilla mollis for front
springtime, but now is the time of the border spots, with
to plant out your spring bedding the taller perennials and

plants, such as pansies,

primulas, wallflowers and forget- - Acanthus Garden Design

me-nots.

From Claire Morris at grasses behind.
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