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W elcome to the busiest period in the garden. As the garden starts to dress the 
bare skeletons of winter once more its time to don your wellington boots and 

face the beautiful fresh spring days. If you are really keen, you’ve probably made the 
most of the stunning sunny days in February already and need no further 
encouragement. Invest now in mulching, planting, weeding, pruning and you will be 
ahead of the game come summer. 
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� This collection of subtle spring flowering perennials are ideal for a location in partial shade. All 
three have a long flowering period and associate well with the spring time bulbs. Try combining with 
splashes of golden narcissus ‘Tete a tete’ or bold orange fritillaria imperialis ‘rubra major’ 

1 Sow the seed of hardy 
annuals in a frost free 

greenhouse or windowsill. 
Try ammi majus, cerinthe 
major or nicotiana sylvestris 
for something unusual. Don’t 
forget the sweet peas too  
 

2 Ensure a good display 
from your bulbs next 

year by giving them a good 
dosing of liquid feed. Try to 
leave the leaves on your 
bulbs until they turn yellow 
and come away form the 
bulb with a gentle tug but 
remove the seed head as 
soon as flowering has 
finished. This way the 
maximum amount of 
nutrients return to the bulb 
and the discarded leaves an 
go on the compost heap! 

3 In the vegetable garden 
it is time to plant out your 

asparagus crowns, shallot 
and onion sets and early 
potatoes. Set the seeds of 
parsnips, broad beans, 
peas, carrots, radishes and 
spring onions.   
 

4 Use your greenhouse 
and cold frame to the full 

this time of year. Many mail 
order companies sell ‘plug 
plants’ at this time of year. 
This is a great way of 
stocking your garden more 
economically. Simply pot the 
plug plant on to a 3” pot and 
keep sheltered until all the 
chances of frost are passed. 
You may need to pot on 
again or harden off gradually 
before planting in your 
flower beds.  
 

5 Many perennial clumps 
become congested and 

past their best after 3-4 
years. Potential candidates 
include hostas, geraniums, 
leucanthemum, helenium, 
Echinacea etc. The solution 
is to lift the clump, remove 
the young shoots (usually to 
be found towards the edge) 
and replant. Discard the 
older ‘woody’ growth and 
feed the youngster to give it 
a head start. You will be 
able to get numerous plants 
to share around the garden 
or with other keen 
gardeners. 
 

6 If you have tall growing 
perennials in your 

garden, such as delphiniums 
or phlox, it’s the ideal time to 
put your plant support in  
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Tiarella Cordifolia Brunnera Macrophyllia Tellima Grandiflora 
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If your garden space is 
on the compact size, 
use cool colours and 
lots of white and grey to 
allow a sense of calm 
and depth to pervade 
the planting scheme. 
Use the vertical space 
to the maximum by 
using lots of climbers 
and tall grasses. Add 
interest by using colour 
or texture on the walls 
too. Finally keep the 
structure and shapes in 
the garden neat and 
simple. 
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place. This way the plant will 
grow up through the support 
and hide it by summer. Birch 
twigs make a pretty natural 
support or try bamboo canes 
with netting stretched 
between for an economical 
option. 
 

7 Keep dead heading any 
winter or spring bedding 

plants to prolong their 
flowering period. This is a 
great tip for most perennials 
too. Keep the plants fooled 
into producing more flowers 
by preventing them setting 
their seed. It goes without 
saying that if you want lots 
of seedlings this practice is 
best avoided. Prolific self 
seeders include digitalis 
( foxgloves), verbena 
bonariensis, eschscholzia 
(Californian poppy) or 
cerinthe major. 
 

8 Shrub care is at a 
minimum at this time of 

year. Prune any branches of 
shrubs that are reverting 
from their desired variegated 
state. Prune winter jasmine 
hard and any summer 
flowering shrubs not already 
completed. Tie in clematis 
growth for protection and 
prune your group 3 clematis: 
the large late flowerers. 
 

9 Begin to mow your lawn 
on a high blade. Scratch 

out any moss or thatch that 
has gathered over winter 
and set seed in any areas 
looking in need of a boost. 
 

10 Think about your 
summer flowering 

bulb and tuber options and 
get ready for planting from 
mid April. Try out gladioli, 
lilies and dahlias for a bold 
splash of summer colour. 

Happy gardening! 
 
From Claire Morris at 
Acanthus Garden Design 
01223 864102 
 


