he gardening calendar moves on towards its peak in mid summer.
No doubt your mowing season has started and you are planning

trips to the garden centre to fill up your pots and baskets. Don’t forget
grasses, perennials and compact shrubs can look just as good in a
container and last longer too! The Acanthus ‘In the Garden’ article has
reached its annual cycle and | look forward to sharing more hints and

tips with you in the coming year. Enjoy the garden whatever the

weather.

If you only manage a

small amount of time in
your garden, at this time of
year it is best spent
removing all weeds that dare
to surface. Focus your
energy on the more invasive
perennials weeds such as
ground elder or bindweed
now and you will have less
of a problem for the
summer.

Sow tender fruit and

vegetable seeds in the
greenhouse in early May.
Ideas include cucumber,
pepper, chilli and pumpkin.

Cotinus coggygria 'Royal Purple'

Plant out the tender

seedlings of beans and
marrows under cloches or
horticultural fleece for
protection against the last (I
hope) of the frosts.

Towards the end of May

you can perform the
‘Chelsea Chop’. Whilst the
flower show is on, many
summer flowering perennials
can be cut back to delay
their blooms forming. For
example, why not cut back
half the delphiniums or phlox
in a clump to prolong your
flowering season. Sedums
respond well to such

P

Euphorbia martini

treatment and remain in a
compact clump as a result.

Sow the seed of

biennials such as
Foxgloves. Wall flowers and
Canterbury bells in May to
get a great crop for 2009.
You might also want to set
the seed of honesty and
forget me nots direct in the
beds for a spring time
display next year.

The Chelsea Chop is

also the way forward for
any Buxus semipervirens or
clipped Box topiary shapes
you may have in the garden.
A good trim at this time of

Calamagrostis ‘Karl Foerster’

Use this plant combination in a relatively sunny well drained spot in the border to provide structure all summer
long. The Calamagrostis is a good value grass with a strong vertical habit. The rich purple back drop of the Cotinus
provides a dark foil to the strong vertical of the Calamagrostis and the grey green foliage of the Euphorbia. All need

attention for cutting back just once a year and will reward you with a display from spring through to late autumn.




year should be the only

maintenance needed and is
essential to retaining a good

shape.

Plant up all your summer
containers at the end of

May or early June. Make

sure to use glazed pots, a
moisture retaining gel and
plastic lining (with drainage
holes pierced in the bottom)

to reduce the amount of
watering you need to do.

Adding slow release fertilizer
to the mix will also help feed
hungry bedding plants for a

few weeks.

Any mulching or feeding

at the beginning of

spring will now be waning in

its potency, so give your
perennials, roses and
shrubs a good dose of
fertiliser to keep them

performing their best
throughout the summer

Clematis montana is
seen in full floriferous

splendour in May. Once the
display is over make sure

you trim back this very

vigorous climber to keep it in

shape for next year.

1 June is the time to
get your aubergines

and tomatoes into their grow

bags. For best results leave

the aubergines in your

greenhouse. Tomatoes can
be grown outdoors but only
if they are in a reasonably

sheltered and sun baked
spot.

Happy Gardening!

from Claire Morris at
Acanthus Garden Design
01223 864102

Create a focal point in your
garden using a feature or
structure. An eye catching
water feature or sculpture
serves as a contrast to the
shape and colour of
planting. A well placed
bench will serve as a both
feature and viewing point,
providing an alternate
place from which to view
the garden. Sculptures or
garden ornaments can add
style or humour to the
garden. A well placed
feature, whether it's the
result of a long distance
gaze down the garden or a
surprise round a corner
offers a simple and playful
way to enhance any
garden.




